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Abstract

Department libraries play a crucial role in supporting specialized academic programs by providing subject-
specific resources and research support. The Department Library of the Japanese Department at Visva-
Bharati University, Santiniketan, represents an important intellectual hub for promoting Japanese language,
literature, and cultural studies in India. Established within the framework of the Department of Japanese
and closely associated with Nippon Bhavana, the library houses a rich collection of books, journals, and
cultural materials in Japanese and other languages. This paper examines the historical development,
collections, services, and academic role of the department library in fostering Japanese language learning
and literary scholarship. The study also highlights the role of Indo-Japanese academic collaboration,
cultural exchange activities, and library resources in strengthening Japanese studies in India. The paper
concludes that the department library functions not only as an academic resource center but also as a
cultural bridge between India and Japan.
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1. Introduction

Academic libraries are central to teaching, learning, and research within universities. Department libraries,
in particular, play a significant role in supporting subject-specific learning environments by providing
specialized collections and services tailored to the needs of a particular discipline. In the field of language
and cultural studies, access to authentic texts, dictionaries, literature, and multimedia materials is essential
for effective learning and research.

Visva-Bharati University, founded by Rabindranath Tagore, has historically emphasized international
cultural exchange and the study of world civilizations. In this context, Japanese studies have held a special
place within the university’s academic framework. The Department of Japanese at Visva-Bharati,
established in 1954, was the first institution in India to introduce formal courses in Japanese language
education. (Visva Bharati)

The department library serves as an essential support system for teaching Japanese language, literature, and
culture. By providing access to Japanese texts, literary works, reference materials, and cultural documents,
the library contributes significantly to the promotion of Japanese studies in India.

2. Historical Background of Japanese Studies at Visva-Bharati
The roots of Japanese cultural interaction at Santiniketan can be traced back to the early twentieth century.

Informal exposure to Japanese culture began in 1905 with the arrival of Jinnosuke Sano, a Japanese jujutsu
instructor who stayed in Santiniketan for several years. (Visva Bharati)
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Inspired by Rabindranath Tagore’s vision of global cultural exchange, the Department of Japanese was
formally established in 1954 under the guidance of Dr. Probodh Chandra Bagchi. It initially offered
certificate and diploma courses in Japanese language and later expanded its academic programs. (Visva
Bharati)

Over time, the department introduced a four-year undergraduate program in Japanese language and
literature in 1999, followed by postgraduate courses in 2006 and doctoral programs in 2011. (Visva
Bharati)

The establishment of Nippon Bhavana in 1994 further strengthened Japanese studies at Visva-Bharati by
providing an institutional platform for Indo-Japanese cultural and academic exchange. (Visva Bharati)

Within this academic environment, the department library emerged as an important resource center
supporting language learning, literary studies, and research on Japan.

3. The Department Library: Development and Structure

The department library of the Japanese Department operates within Nippon Bhavana and serves students,
researchers, and faculty members engaged in Japanese studies. The library maintains a specialized
collection dedicated to Japanese language, literature, history, and culture.

The development of the library has been closely associated with academic cooperation between India and
Japan. Contributions from organizations such as the Japan Foundation and visiting scholars from Japanese
universities have enriched the library’s collection over the years. (Visva Bharati)

The library is designed to support academic programs in Japanese language and literature and to provide
scholarly materials for researchers interested in Indo-Japanese relations.

4. Collection and Resources

The department library houses a diverse collection of scholarly resources that support language learning
and literary research.

4.1 Books and Monographs
The library collection primarily includes:

o Japanese language textbooks and grammar books
o Classical and modern Japanese literature

o Translations of Japanese literary works

« Dictionaries and linguistic reference tools

o Books on Japanese history, culture, and society

Most of the materials are in Japanese, though significant collections are also available in English and other
languages to assist non-native learners. (Visva Bharati)

4.2 Periodicals and Academic Publications

The library also collects academic journals and research publications related to:
o Japanese language studies
e Japanese literary criticism

e Asian cultural studies
e Indo-Japanese relations
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These materials support research activities of postgraduate students and scholars.

4.3 Cultural and Multimedia Materials

To enhance language learning and cultural understanding, the library also maintains:
e Audio-visual learning materials
o Films and documentaries on Japanese culture
e Cultural exhibition catalogues

e Teaching aids for language instruction

Such resources help students understand not only the linguistic aspects but also the cultural context of
Japanese literature.

5. Library Services and User Support
The department library provides several services to support academic activities.

5.1 Reference and Research Assistance

The library assists students and researchers in locating relevant Japanese texts and scholarly materials.
Reference services help users navigate Japanese-language resources and bibliographies.

5.2 Support for Language Learning

Language learning requires constant exposure to authentic materials. The library supports this process by
providing access to:

« Japanese novels and short stories
e Manga and contemporary literature
« Dictionaries and language manuals

These resources help students develop reading proficiency and cultural literacy.

5.3 Support for Academic Research

For postgraduate and doctoral students, the library provides research materials necessary for dissertations
and scholarly publications. Access to Japanese literary texts and critical studies helps scholars conduct
comparative and interdisciplinary research.

5.4 Cultural and Academic Activities

The department library also supports seminars, workshops, and cultural events organized by Nippon
Bhavana. These activities promote Japanese culture and strengthen academic ties between India and Japan.

6. Role of the Library in Promoting Japanese Language and Literature
The department library plays a significant role in advancing Japanese studies in several ways.
6.1 Facilitating Language Education

The availability of authentic Japanese texts allows students to practice reading and comprehension skills,
which are essential for language mastery.
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6.2 Supporting Literary Scholarship

The library provides access to classical and modern Japanese literary works, enabling scholars to study
authors, literary movements, and cultural themes.

6.3 Encouraging Interdisciplinary Research

Japanese studies at Visva-Bharati encompass not only language and literature but also history, culture, and
society. The library’s interdisciplinary collection encourages research across these fields.

6.4 Strengthening Indo-Japanese Cultural Exchange

Through its resources and academic collaborations, the library helps promote cultural understanding
between India and Japan. Cultural events, visiting scholars, and academic exchanges further reinforce this
relationship.

7. Challenges and Future Prospects

Despite its achievements, the department library faces several challenges.

7.1 Limited Digital Resources

Like many specialized libraries, the department library needs greater access to digital databases, e-books,
and online journals in Japanese studies.

7.2 Collection Development

Continuous acquisition of contemporary Japanese publications is necessary to keep the collection up to
date.

7.3 Digitization and Preservation

Digitizing rare materials and integrating them into institutional repositories would enhance accessibility for
researchers worldwide.

7.4 International Collaboration

Future collaboration with Japanese universities and research institutions could further enrich the library’s
resources and academic programs.

8. Conclusion

The Department Library of the Japanese Department at Visva-Bharati plays a vital role in promoting
Japanese language and literature in India. By providing specialized resources, supporting academic
research, and facilitating cultural exchange, the library contributes significantly to the development of
Japanese studies in the country.Situated within the broader framework of Rabindranath Tagore’s vision of
international cultural dialogue, the library functions as both an academic resource center and a cultural
bridge between India and Japan. Strengthening its digital resources, expanding collections, and enhancing
international collaboration will further enhance its role in promoting Japanese language and literary studies
in the future.
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