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Abstract:This paper introduces a novel approach to real-time driver drowsiness detection and email alert 

systems, highlighting its innovative fusion of cutting-edge technology with practical safety applications. By 

leveraging advancements in computer vision technology and utilizing scientific Python libraries such as 

OpenCV, this project offers a robust solution for continuously monitoring a driver's facial expressions and 

eye movements while navigating roadways. Through real-time image processing, the system can effectively 

detect subtle indicators of drowsiness, such as heavy eyelids or prolonged eye closure, enabling timely 

intervention. One of the key features of this system is its ability to promptly notify drivers of their 

compromised state by sending email alerts. This proactive approach ensures that drivers are promptly 

made aware of their drowsiness, allowing them to take necessary precautions or rest breaks to mitigate 

potential risks. Furthermore, the system's capability to extend its reach beyond the individual driver by 

notifying fleet managers or family members adds an extra layer of safety and accountability. The 

integration of technology, data analysis, and communication underscores the comprehensive nature of this 

solution in enhancing driver safety on the roadways. By addressing drowsiness proactively, the system aims 

to mitigate the risks associated with fatigue-induced accidents, ultimately promoting safer driving practices 

and potentially saving lives. Overall, this project represents a significant step forward in leveraging 

technology to address critical safety concerns and improve road safety standards. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The real-time driver drowsiness detection and email alert system is an innovative and sophisticated solution 

designed to address the critical issue of driver fatigue and enhance overall road safety. This groundbreaking project 

represents a culmination of cutting-edge technology, including computer vision, digital libraries, and scientific 

Python tools, all integrated seamlessly to deliver proactive detection and intervention capabilities. At its heart, the 

system utilizes advanced computer vision techniques to continuously monitor the driver's facial expressions, eye 

movements, and other behavioral cues that may indicate drowsiness. By leveraging powerful algorithms and image 

processing capabilities provided by libraries such as OpenCV, the system can analyze real-time data streams with 

exceptional accuracy and efficiency, enabling timely detection of potential fatigue-related risks. When signs of 

drowsiness are detected, the system promptly initiates an email alert, serving as a vital notification mechanism for 

the driver. This alert serves as an immediate intervention, alerting the driver to their compromised state and 

prompting them to take appropriate action, such as pulling over for rest or switching drivers. Furthermore, the 

system can extend its reach beyond the individual driver by sending notifications to relevant stakeholders, such as 

fleet managers or family members, enabling them to intervene if necessary and ensure the safety of the driver and 

others on the road. The integration of digital libraries and scientific Python tools plays a pivotal role in the system's 

effectiveness, enabling seamless data processing, analysis, and communication in real-time. By harnessing the 

capabilities of these tools, the system can operate autonomously, providing continuous monitoring and intervention 

capabilities without human intervention. In summary, the real-time driver drowsiness detection and email alert 

system represent a significant advancement in road safety technology. By leveraging state-of-the-art technology 

and scientific methodologies, this system offers a proactive solution to mitigate the risks associated with driver 

fatigue, ultimately contributing to safer roads, fewer accidents, and improved overall transportation safety. 
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II. SYSTEM ANALYSIS 

2.1 Existing System: 

The Real-time The existing system for addressing driver drowsiness primarily relies on conventional methods 

and technologies, which have several limitations in effectively combating this critical road safety issue. The 

current approaches include: 

1. Awareness Campaigns - Many regions employ awareness campaigns to educate drivers about the dangers 

of drowsy driving. While these campaigns serve an essential role in raising awareness, they heavily rely on 

drivers' willingness to self assess their fatigue levels, making them inherently subjective and potentially 

unreliable. 

2. Road Signs - Some areas use road signs that warn drivers about drowsy driving dangers. However, these 

signs offer limited real-time feedback and may be easily overlooked or ignored by fatigued drivers. 

3. PERCLOS - PERCLOS stands for "Percentage of Eye Closure Over Time". It is a metric used to assess 

drowsiness or fatigue levels by measuring the percentage of time that a person's eyes are closed over a specified 

period. PERCLOS is often used in various industries, including transportation and healthcare, to monitor the 

alertness of individuals, such as drivers or operators, and to identify potential risks associated with drowsiness. 

Higher PERCLOS values indicate increased levels of eye closure, which may indicate a higher likelihood of 

fatigue-related impairment and the need for intervention or rest. 

4. Wearable Devices - Wearable devices like smartwatches or headgear with sensors are available for 

monitoring driver fatigue. However, their adoption is limited, as not all drivers use them, and they can be 

uncomfortable or intrusive. 

5. Regulations and Rest Area Recommendations - Some regions enforce regulations limiting driving hours 

and recommend rest area stops for long-distance travelers. These measures are crucial but may not be sufficient 

to address the realtime drowsiness detection needs of all drivers. 

 

2.2 Proposed System: 

The proposed real-time driver drowsiness detection and email alert system represents a significant advancement 

over the existing methods for addressing driver fatigue on the road. It is designed to leverage cutting-edge 

technology and scientific Python tools to create a proactive and accurate solution to enhance road safety. The key 

features of the proposed system are as follows:  

1. Computer Vision-Based Detection - The core of the system relies on computer vision techniques, using digital 

libraries such as OpenCV to continuously monitor the driver's facial expressions and eye movements. This allows 

for the real-time identification of signs of drowsiness with high accuracy.  

2. Real-Time Monitoring - The system provides continuous real-time monitoring of the driver's behavior without 

causing distractions. It can detect subtle changes in driver alertness and promptly respond to potential drowsiness.  

3. Email Alert System - When signs of drowsiness are detected, the system triggers an immediate email alert to 

notify the driver. These alerts can include critical information about the driver's condition and the importance of 

taking corrective action.  

4. Enhance User Safety - Aim to enhance user safety by proactively detecting and addressing risks associated 

with driver fatigue, ultimately reducing the likelihood of accidents on the road.  

5. Scalability and Adaptability - This system is designed to be flexible and easily adjustable to fit different kinds 

of vehicles and driving conditions. Whether it's a small car, a large truck, or even a specialized vehicle like a 

delivery van or a bus, the system can be tailored to work effectively. Additionally, it can adapt to various 

environmental factors such as different lighting conditions, road surfaces, and weather conditions. This versatility 

ensures that the system remains reliable and efficient across a wide range of driving scenarios, providing 

consistent safety benefits to driver 

III. IMPLEMENTATION 

The drowsiness detection system consists of several modules for data collection, preprocessing, facial landmark 

detection, eye aspect ratio calculation, mouth aspect ratio calculation, email notification, and sound alerts. 

In the data collection module, the webcam is initialized, and images of the driver's face are continuously captured 

and converted to grayscale. Facial landmarks are detected using the dlib library and stored in a NumPy array for 

later use. 

The data preprocessing module involves loading the captured data, resizing frames, converting them to grayscale, 

and detecting faces and facial landmarks. 

The facial landmark detection module uses dlib to detect faces and predict landmarks, storing them as NumPy 
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arrays. 

The eye aspect ratio calculation module extracts eye regions, calculates the aspect ratio, and triggers an alert if 

the ratio falls below a threshold, indicating closed eyes. 

Similarly, the mouth aspect ratio calculation module extracts mouth regions, calculates the aspect ratio, and 

triggers an alert if the ratio exceeds a threshold, indicating yawning. 

The email notification module sets up email server configuration and sends an email alert if drowsiness is 

detected. 

Lastly, the sound alerts module uses the beepy library to generate a beeping sound when drowsiness is detected, 

based on the eye and mouth aspect ratio thresholds. 

Together, these modules form a comprehensive drowsiness detection system for ensuring driver safety. 

 

IV. SYSTEM CONFIGURATION 

Software requirements: Minimum software requirements are: 

1) Software: Anaconda 

2) Primary Language: Python 

3) Back-end Framework: Jupyter Notebook/VS Code/PyCharm 

Hardware requirements: Minimum hardware requirements are: 

1) Operating System : Any OS 

2) Processor : i3 and above 

3) Ram : 8gb and above 

4) Hard Disk : 25 GB in local drive 

V. METHODLOGY 

 

 

                             Fig. 1. Proposed System Architecture 

 

 

 The Video Camera Initialization: 

 The system initializes the video camera module to capture real-time video feed. It establishes communication with 

the camera hardware and configures settings such as resolution and frame rate. 

 

 Face Detection: 

 Each frame from the video feed is analyzed for the presence of faces using a face detection algorithm.If a face is 

detected, the system proceeds to the next step; otherwise, it continues to analyze subsequent frames. 
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 Facial Landmarks Detection: 

 Once a face is detected, the system identifies facial landmarks such as the eyes and mouth using specialized 

algorithms.These landmarks are essential for calculating the Eye Aspect Ratio (EAR) and Mouth Aspect Ratio 

(MAR). 

 

 Eye and Mouth Detection: 

 Using the detected facial landmarks, the system isolates the regions corresponding to the eyes and mouth.These 

regions are used to compute the EAR and MAR, respectively. 

 

 Calculation of EAR and MAR:  
The system calculates the Eye Aspect Ratio (EAR) based on the positions of specific landmarks on the 

eyes.Similarly, the Mouth Aspect Ratio (MAR) is computed using landmarks around the mouth region. These 

ratios provide quantitative measures of eye openness and mouth closure, respectively.  

 

Drowsiness Detection: 

 The computed EAR and MAR values are compared against predefined thresholds to determine the drowsiness 

level.If the EAR falls below the EAR threshold, indicating possible eye closure or drowsiness, a beep alert is 

triggered.Likewise, if the MAR exceeds the MAR threshold, indicating possible yawning or drowsiness, another 

beep alert is triggered. 

 

 Email Alert Triggering: 

 In addition to the audible beep alerts, the system sends an email notification to predefined recipients when 

drowsiness is detected.The email alert contains relevant information about the detected drowsiness event, such as 

timestamp and severity level.  

 

Continued Monitoring: 

 The system continuously monitors the video feed and repeats the detection process for each frame.This ensures 

that drowsiness is promptly detected and alerts are triggered in real-time to prevent potential accidents. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, The real-time driver drowsiness detection and email alert system employs 

state-of-theart technology to address the critical issue of drowsy driving and enhance 

road safety. By utilizing cutting edge computer vision techniques and deep learning 

models powered by Python libraries like OpenCV, the system continuously monitors 

facial expressions and eye movements in real-time. Through seamless integration with 

webcams or in-vehicle cameras, it swiftly identifies signs of drowsiness, ensuring prompt 

intervention to prevent potential accidents. Moreover, the system's ability to generate 

customizable email alerts via Python's smtplib library ensures that both the driver and 

designated contacts are promptly notified, facilitating timely action and mitigating risks 

on the road. Overall, this project marks a significant advancement in leveraging 

technology to combat drowsy driving and contribute to safer driving environments, 

ultimately fostering the improvement of road safety standards. 
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