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Abstract: Rabies, though a disease of low public health priority, still continues to be a major public health problem in 

India. In humans, rabies is almost invariably fatal once clinical symptoms have developed. WHO reports around 50000 

rabies deaths every year, out of which 20000 are estimated to occur in India alone. There is often gross under-reporting 

of human rabies deaths in India. Despite potent anti-rabies vaccines and immunoglobulins available, rabies is far from 

control and elimination. An effective strategy for control of rabies takes into account the epidemiology of animal bites, 

rabies and factors influencing post exposure treatment. Hence it becomes pertinent to review the current 

statusofrabiesandstrategiesforitscontrolinthecountry.Inthisarticle, an attempt has been made to discuss the epidemiology 

of Rabies, pathogenesis, diagnosis and its prevention and control including the various regimens   of anti-rabies    

vaccines   and immunoglobulins available for post-exposure prophylaxis. The importance of primary preventive 

measures like Animal Birth Control (ABC) and vaccination of dogs has also been highlighted. It is emphasized that rabies 

should be recognized as priority public health problem and cell culture vaccines should be made available free of cost 

at all government health facilities. Other important measures include generation of awareness about rabies and first 

aid of animal bites. 
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INTRODUCTION; 

Rabies, which is an illness of uncommon inclination relatively is generally spread in the Indian subcontinent. It has been generally 

present in India since the Vedic time which kept going from(1500– 500BC) and is portrayed in the old Indian sacred writing from 

such early times.[1] In people, rabies is quite often perpetually deadly once clinical side effects have been observed. In spite of the 

accessibility of a successful antibody rabies still causes huge human mortality. While the greater part of the western nations are free 

of human rabies, it is a noteworthy issue in some Asian nations. WHO reports around 50000 rabies mortalities consistently, out of 

which 20000 are evaluated to happen in India alone. Human mortalities from rabies are probably going to be horribly underreported, 

especially in the most youthful age gatherings. In India, early gauges of rabies mortality have been founded on local doctor's facility 

information anticipated to the aggregate populace of the nation.[2] Rabies is a sickness of low general well being need and there is 

no national program for its control and disposal. Despite the fact that an experimental run program has been begun since March 

2008 of every five urban areas viz. Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Delhi, Pune and Mumbai, it is in its preliminary times. A compelling 

system for control of rabies considers the study of disease transmission of creature chomps, rabies and variables impacting post 

presentation treatment. Henceforth it winds up basic to audit the present status of rabies and procedures for its control in the nation. 

Rabies is an intense viral malady that causes aggravation and general augmentation of the mind in individuals and furthermore in 

different warm blooded animals. Early indications can incorporate fever and shivering at the site of introduction. These side effects 

are trailed by at least one of the accompanying manifestations: fierce developments, uncontrolled energy, dread of water, a 

powerlessness to move parts of the body, disarray, and loss of cognizance. When indications show up, the outcome is about 

dependably death.[3] The day and age between getting the malady and the beginning of indications is generally one to three months; 
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be that as it may, this era can shift from short of what multi week to over multi year. The time is subject to the separation the 

infection must go along the nerves to achieve the focal sensory system. Rabies is caused by a class of infections called as lysaviruses, 

including the rabies infection and the Australian bat lysavirus. Rabies is spread when a infected animal scratches or nibbles another 

creature or human. Spit from an infected animal can likewise transmit rabies if the salivation comes into contact with the eyes, 

mouth, or nose. Internationally, canines are the most well-known creature included. Over 99% of rabies cases in nations where 

mutts normally have the ailment are caused by puppy chomps. In the Americas, bat chomps are the most well-known wellspring of 

rabies contaminations in people, and under 5% of cases are from canines. Rodents are once in a while associated with rabies.[4] 

The rabies infection goes to the cerebrum by following the afferent and efferent nerves. The infection must be analyzed after the 

beginning of manifestations. animal control and inoculation programs have diminished the danger of rabies from dogs particularly 

in various districts of the world. Inoculating individuals before they are uncovered is prescribed for the individuals who are at high 

hazard. The high-hazard amass incorporates individuals who work with bats or who spend delayed periods in regions of the 

existence where rabies is normal. In individuals who have been presented to rabies, the rabies antibody and rabies immunoglobulin 

are powerful in keeping the sickness if the individual gets the treatment before the beginning of rabies side effects. Washing nibbles 

and scratches for 15 minutes with cleanser and water, povidone iodine, or cleanser may diminish the quantity of viral particles and 

might be to some degree successful at counteracting transmission.[5] Just six individuals have survived a rabies disease in the wake 

of demonstrating manifestations, and this was with broad treatment known as the Milwaukee convention. Rabies caused around 

17,400 mortalities worldwide in 2015. Over 95% of human passings caused by rabies happen in Africa and Asia. Around 40% of 

passings happen in youngsters younger than 15. Rabies is available in excess of 150 nations and on all landmasses including 

Antarctica. In excess of 3 billion individuals live in locales of the existence where rabies is found extensively.[6] Various nations, 

including Australia and Japan, and in addition a lot of Western Europe, don't have rabies among canines. Numerous little island 

countries don't have rabies by any means. It is delegated a disregarded tropical sickness. Hydrophobia which means fear of water 

is the most common clinical feature of persons affected by the rabies virus. In addition to hydrophobia, the person also experiences 

fierce throat and also oesophageal spasms.[7] Hydrophobia ("fear of water") is the historic name for rabies.[19] It refers to a set of 

symptoms in the later stages of an infection in which the person has difficulty swallowing, shows panic when presented with liquids 

to drink, and cannot quench their thirst.[8] Any mammal infected with the virus may demonstrate hydrophobia. [Saliva production 

is greatly increased, and attempts to drink, or even the intention or suggestion of drinking, may cause excruciatingly painful spasms 

of the muscles in the throat and larynx. This can be attributed to the fact that the virus multiplies and assimilates in the salivary 

glands of the infected animal for the purpose of further transmission through biting. The ability to transmit the virus would decrease 

significantly if the infected individual could swallow saliva and water.[9]  Hydrophobia is commonly associated with furious rabies, 

which affects 80% of rabies-infected people.[10] The remaining 20% may experience a paralytic form of rabies that is marked by 

muscle weakness, loss of sensation, and paralysis; this form of rabies does not usually cause fear of water or hydrophobia in general. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

The rabies infection is the sub types of the lyssavirus variety, in the family Rhabdoviridae, genus mononegavirales. Lyssavirions 

have helical symmetry, with a length of around 180 nm and a cross-area of around 75 nm. These virions are encompassed and have 

a solitary stranded RNA genome with negative sense.[11] The hereditary data is stuffed as a ribonucleoprotein complex in which 

RNA is firmly bound by the viral nucleoprotein. The RNA genome of the infection encodes five qualities whose request is 

exceedingly rationed: nucleoprotein, phosphoprotein , network protein (M), glycoprotein (G), and the viral RNA polymerase. Once 

inside a muscle or nerve cell, the infection experiences replication.[12] The trimeric spikes on the outside of the layer of the infection 

interface with a particular cell receptor, the no doubt one being the acetylcholine receptor. The cell layer squeezes in a process 

known as pinocytosis and permits section of the infection into the cell for an endosome.[13] The infection at that point utilizes the 

acidic condition, which is fundamental, of that endosome and ties to its layer all the while, discharging its five proteins and single 

strand RNA into the cytoplasm. The L protein at that point deciphers five mRNA strands and a positive strand of RNA all from the 

first negative strand RNA utilizing free nucleotides in the cytoplasm.[14] These five mRNA strands are then converted into their 

relating proteins (P, L, N, G and M proteins) at free ribosomes in the cytoplasm. A few proteins require post-translative alterations. 

For instance, the G protein goes through the harsh endoplasmic reticulum, where it experiences additionally collapsing, and is then 

transported to the Golgi apparatus,[15] where a sugar aggregate is added to it glycosylation Where there are sufficient proteins, the 

viral polymerase will start to orchestrate new negative strands of RNA from the format of the positive strand RNA.[16] These 

negative strands will then shape buildings with the N, P, L and M proteins and after that movement to the inward layer of the cell, 

where a G protein has installed itself in the film. The G protein at that point curls around the N-P-L-M complex of proteins taking 

a portion of the host cell film with it, which will shape the new external envelope of the infection molecule.[17] The infection at 

that point buds from the cell. From the purpose of section, the infection is neurotropic, going along the neural pathways into the 

focal and sensory system. The infection typically first taints muscle cells near the site of disease, where they can repeat without 

being noticed by the host's resistant framework. When enough infection has been accumulated, they start to tie to acetylcholine 

receptors at the neuromuscular junction. The infection at that point goes through the nerve cell axon by means of retrograde 

transport, as its P protein cooperates with dynein, a protein exhibit in the cytoplasm of nerve cells. Once the infection achieves the 

cell body it makes a trip quickly to the focal sensory system (CNS), repeating in engine neurons and inevitably achieving the 

cerebrum.[18] After the cerebrum is contaminated, the infection goes radially to the fringe and autonomic sensory systems, in the 

long run relocating to the salivary organs, where it is prepared to be transmitted to the following host. 

Transmission of the rabies virus from an infected individual or animal to a healthy individual or animal can mostly occur by 

scratching, biting or nibbling and exposure of infected saliva to the healthy persons mouth or nasal epithelium.[19] However other 

modes of transmission like transmission during transplant surgeries have been noted in recent times. Rabies is most commonly 

observed in wild animals but a number of human deaths due to rabies procured from pet animals have also been noted. According 
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to a research published in the United States of America, Wild animals represented about 91.6% (5,643) of the out of control creatures 

announced in 2012, catering to a 2.0% expansion in the quantity of out of control wild animals that were detailed and contrasted. 

This was the first increment in the quantity of wild animals revealed every year since 2006.16 As has been the pattern, raccoons 

constituted the most often announced out of control natural life species (31.7%) amid 2012, trailed by bats (27.3%), skunks (25.0%), 

foxes (5.5%), other wild creatures (1.4%), and rodents and lagomorphs (0.8%).[20] Occasional patterns for natural life species 

stayed steady with patterns for earlier years. The quantities of raging raccoons and skunks that were accounted for topped in March 

with a direct second crest around August. There was a direct crest in the quantity of out of control foxes around May to July, and 

the quantity of out of control bats topped pointedly in August. Raccoons—The 1,953 raccoons announced in 2012 reported a 1.4% 

diminishing, contrasted and the number detailed in 2011 (Table 1). Level of raccoons submitted for testing that were observed to 

be out of control diminished to 13.3% from 14.5% out of 2011. This was not a significant change from the 5-year normal of 14.8% 

(95% CI, 12.9% to 16.7%).[21] Less crazy raccoons were accounted for by 8 of the 20 eastern states, the District of Columbia, and 

New York City, where raccoon rabies is viewed as zoonotic , with reductions of ≥ 10% detailed from 5 localities (Ohio, 60.0% 

decrease; West Virginia, 49.3%; Florida, 19.5%; Massachusetts, 18.6%; and Connecticut, 12.5%). States in the northeast and mid-

Atlantic region where raccoon rabies is zoonotic accounted for 56.2% (1,145 cases; 17.8% decrease) of all rabid raccoons reported 

in 2012. Southeastern states where raccoon rabies is enzootic reported 27.2% (555 cases; 1.0% increase) of all rabid raccoons.[22] 

The remaining rabid raccoons were reported by states where the raccoon rabies virus variant is not zoonotic, including Texas (n = 

19), Colorado . Kansas (2), New Mexico (2), Ohio (2), California (1), and Nebraska (1). Rabies virus variant information was only 

available for rabid raccoons collected in areas of New Mexico and Texas where the raccoon rabies virus variant is notzoonotic; 

these raccoons were infected with the south central skunk rabies virus variant. Overall, states in which the raccoon rabies virus 

variant is zoonotic, excluding Tennessee and Ohio, submitted 41.0 animals/100,000 persons for rabies testing during 2012, a 7.6% 

increase from the 38.1 animals/100,000 persons submitted for rabies testing during 2011.[23] Animals from states in which the 

raccoon rabies virus variant is enzootic, excluding Tennessee and Ohio, accounted for 64.5% of all rabid animals reported in the 

United States during 2012 and 88.6% of all rabid animals other than bats. Bats—There were 1,680 rabid bats reported during 2012, 

representing a 21.7% increase from the number of rabid bats (n = 1,380) reported in 2011. In addition, the percentage of bats  

submitted for testing that were rabid (6.4%) was significantly higher than the average for the preceding 5 years (6.0%; 95% CI, 

5.8% to 6.3%). All 48 contiguous states reported rabid bats. No rabid bats were reported in Alaska, Hawaii, or Puerto Rico. Seven 

states (Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Mississippi, Nevada, Utah, and Washington) reported that rabid bats were the only rabid animal 

found in 2012. A ≥ 50% increase in the number of rabid bats was reported by 19 states (South Carolina, 525% increase; Alabama, 

400%; Arkansas, 266%; Vermont, 200%; Idaho, 187%; Georgia, 170%; Wyoming, 133.3%; Utah, 114.3%; Kansas, 100%; North 

Dakota, 100%; New Mexico, 100%; Massachusetts, 90%; New Jersey, 89.0%; New York, 87.3%; Pennsylvania, 80%; North 

Carolina, 75%; Montana, 66.7%; Wisconsin, 61.1.%; Kentucky, 50%). Among the bats tested for rabies, 14,121 (51.2%) were 

identified beyond the taxonomic level of order . Overall, states where bats are the only recognized reservoir for rabies submitted 

19.5 animals/100,000 persons for rabies testing during 2012, up from 10.6 animals/100,000 persons submitted during 2011.[24] 

 

TRANSMISSION: 

All warm-blooded species, including people, may wind up contaminated with the rabies infection and create side effects. Fowls 

were first falsely tainted with rabies in 1884; be that as it may, contaminated feathered creatures are to a great extent, if not 

completely, asymptomatic. Other winged animal species have been known to create rabies antibodies, an indication of disease, 

subsequent to encouraging on rabies-contaminated mammals. The infection has additionally adjusted to develop in cells of relentless 

vertebrates. Most creatures can be tainted by the infection and can transmit the illness to people. Tainted bats, monkeys, raccoons, 

foxes, skunks, cows, wolves, coyotes, dogs, mongooses (typically either the little Asian mongoose or the yellow mongoose) and 

felines exhibit the most serious hazard to humans. Rabies may likewise spread through presentation to contaminated bears, 

household cultivate creatures, groundhogs, weasels, and other wild carnivores. In any case, lagomorphs, for example, bunnies and 

rabbits, and little rodents, for example, chipmunks, gerbils, guinea pigs, hamsters, mice, rats, and squirrels, are never observed to 

be tainted with rabies and are not known to transmit rabies to people. Nibbles from mice, rats, or squirrels once in a while require 

rabies counteractive action in light of the fact that these rodents are regularly executed by any experience with a bigger, frenzied 

creature, and would, accordingly, not be bearers.[25] The Virginia opossum is safe however not resistant to rabies. The infection is 

typically present in the nerves and salivation of a symptomatic out of control creature. The course of contamination is as a rule, yet 

not generally, by a nibble. As a rule, the contaminated creature is incredibly forceful, may assault without incitement, and displays 

generally unique behavior. This is a case of a viral pathogen adjusting the conduct of its host to encourage its transmission to other 

hosts. Transmission between people is greatly uncommon. A couple of cases have been recorded through transplant medical 

procedure The main all around reported instances of rabies caused by human-to-human transmission happened among eight 

beneficiaries of transplanted corneas and among three beneficiaries of strong organs. Notwithstanding transmission from cornea 

and organ transplants, nibble and non-chomp exposures exacted by tainted people could hypothetically transmit rabies, yet no such 

cases have been reported, since contaminated people are typically hospitalized and fundamental safety measures taken. Easygoing 

contact, for example, contacting a man with rabies or contact with non-irresistible liquid or tissue blood and defecation does not 

constitute an introduction and does not require post-presentation prophylaxis. Moreover, as the infection is available in sperm or 

vaginal emissions, spread through sex might be possible.[26] After a run of the human disease by a nibble or a bite, the infection 

enters the central nervoussystem. It at that point goes along the afferent nerves toward the sensory system. Amid this stage, the 

infection can't be effectively distinguished inside the host, and inoculation may in any case give cell-intervened insusceptibility to 

counteract symptomatic rabies. At the point when the infection achieves the cerebrum it quickly causes encephalitis, the prodromal 

stage, which is the start of the manifestations. Once the patient ends up symptomatic, treatment is never powerful and mortality is 

more than 99%. Rabies may likewise excite the spinal line, delivering transverse myelitis. Some people may also develop this life 
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threatening condition because of certain allergic reactions to the rabies vaccine or may also be due to improper attenuation of the 

rabies vaccine, although this is not so common. 

 

TREATMENT: 

Rabies remains an important disease because there are at least 60,000 human deaths every year worldwide, particularly in Asia and 

Africa where dog rabies is endemic. In geographic locations where human rabies is rare, the diagnosis may not be considered until 

relatively late in the clinical course. There is no known effective treatment for rabies. Although rabies is usually preventable after 

recognized exposures with post-exposure rabies prophylaxis (eg, wound cleansing and administration of rabies vaccine and rabies 

immune globulin), the need for prophylaxis is not always recognized and may not be readily available in some areas. In addition, 

human rabies may present without a history of an animal exposure, usually because a bat bite was not recognized. In confirmed 

cases of rabies, once the person starts to show clinical symptoms of the disease like hydrophobia, the mortality rate is almost 99 

percent with only 15 known survivors since 2017. However in much recent times, survival of patients affected by rabies was 

prolonged by placing the patients in an induced coma.  
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