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Abstract: This paper explores the impact of language and medium of instruction on the education of tribal girls 

in Jharkhand, India. It examines the intricate balance between cultural preservation and educational equity, 

highlighting the role of native languages in enhancing educational outcomes and fostering cultural identity. The 

study reviews existing government policies and initiatives, such as Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and Multilingual 

Education programs, which aim to improve educational access and quality for tribal girls. By analyzing these 

dynamics, the paper advocates for a balanced educational framework that integrates tribal languages while 

equipping students with skills for global opportunities. 
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1. Introduction 

The education of tribal girls in Jharkhand1 stands at the crossroads of linguistic diversity, cultural preservation, and 

educational equity. This intersectionality is particularly evident in the choice of language and medium of instruction, 

which profoundly influences the academic journey and socio-cultural development of these girls. Jharkhand, known for 

its rich tribal heritage and linguistic plurality, presents a unique landscape where educational policies must navigate the 

delicate balance between preserving indigenous languages and preparing students for a globalized world. In this context, 

exploring the influence of language and medium of instruction on the education of tribal girls in Jharkhand unveils a 

complex tapestry of opportunities and challenges. From the standpoint of cultural relevance and empowerment to the 

practicalities of access and proficiency, various factors shape the educational experiences of these girls. Understanding 

these dynamics is essential not only for enhancing educational outcomes but also for fostering inclusive development 

that honors the linguistic and cultural diversity of the region. This paper investigates into the nuanced interplay between 

language, medium of instruction, and the education of tribal girls in Jharkhand. By examining existing policies, 

educational practices, and community perspectives, it seeks to illuminate the pathways towards a more inclusive and 

effective educational framework. Through this exploration, we aim to shed light on the pivotal role of language in 

shaping educational opportunities and outcomes for tribal girls, ultimately advocating for policies that empower them 

to thrive academically and culturally in a rapidly evolving world. 

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Malyadri, P. (2012) investigated into the educational challenges facing tribal communities, particularly in Andhra 

Pradesh's Khammam District. It illuminated the cultural barriers hindering educational progress, underscoring the need 

for targeted measures to overcome superstitions and traditional beliefs. 

 

Swangla, (2014) explored the educational challenges encountered by girl students in tribal areas of Himachal Pradesh, 

highlighting issues like health, household responsibilities, and gender-based discrimination. It underscored the need for 

improved infrastructure and gender-sensitive policies to enhance educational access and retention. 

 

Kachhap, (2016) This study meticulously documented the multifaceted problems confronting tribal communities in 

Jharkhand, including social, cultural, educational, political, and economic challenges. It advocated for holistic 

interventions addressing these issues to uplift tribal populations. 

 

 
1 Rana, K., & Das, S. (2004). Primary education in Jharkhand. Economic and Political Weekly, 1171-1178. 
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Mohanty, (2016) provided a comprehensive literature review on tribal development, offering insights into educational 

attainment and social structures. They emphasized the importance of synthesizing existing research to inform future 

studies in this domain. 

 

Naik, K. C. (2017) critiqued government educational policies in Odisha concerning scheduled tribes, highlighting 

anthropological perspectives and constitutional provisions. It recommended specialized educational policies to address 

the unique needs of tribal communities. 

 

Rupavath, R. (2016) critically analyzed initiatives aimed at enhancing tribal participation in education in India, 

emphasizing the importance of culturally sensitive policies. The study questioned existing practices and advocated for 

measures to tackle high dropout rates and increase enrollment among tribal children. 

 

Das, B. B., & Swain, S. S. (2015). The present investigation aims at studying the impact of Integrated Child 

Development Services (ICDS) on language and cognitive development of tribal Pre-school children. The sample of the 

study comprised of 600 children within 3-6 years age group, out of which 300 were attending Anganwadi / ICDS centres 

and another 300 were not attending such centres in tribal areas. The sample was selected randomly from ten blocks of 

Sundergarh District of Odisha. Tools such as Raven’s Coloured Progressive Matrices (RCPM) 1962; SocioEconomic 

Status Scale by Srivastava, (1978); Developmental Checklist by Bluma et al. (1976) (Indian adaptation by Kohli (1987) 

and Activity Chart developed by the investigator were used for collection of data. The major findings of the study were: 

(i) ICDS programme had significant effect on language development of tribal pre-school children (ii) ICDS programme 

had significant effect on cognitive development of tribal preschool children. 

 

CHOUDHARY, D. S. K. (2016). The Government of India has taken a number of steps to provide equality of 

educational opportunity to the scheduled tribes (STs) at all levels of education. Despite these, tribals have still been 

facing educational deprivation in one way or the other. However, this educational deprivation is not constant; it varies 

from place to place and it’s also tribal specific. The major reasons are that the nature of exposure that a particular tribe 

had in the past with the outer world and also the role of the government in educating these people. The study is 

comparative in nature which comprises two tribal groups; Oraon from Ranchi and Santhal from Deoghar districts. The 

paper looks into the educational status of tribals in Jharkhand in general and the comparision between the two tribal 

groups in particular. 

 

3. Education of Tribal Girls in Jharkhand 

The education of tribal girls in Jharkhand2 faces unique challenges and opportunities, deeply intertwined with the 

region's linguistic and cultural diversity. Jharkhand, home to a significant tribal population with distinct languages and 

traditions, presents a landscape where educational accessibility and relevance are paramount. Many tribal girls grow up 

speaking their native languages, and the use of these languages as the medium of instruction can greatly enhance their 

learning experience by making education more relatable and comprehensible. This approach not only fosters better 

academic engagement and outcomes but also helps preserve and promote indigenous languages and cultural heritage. 

However, the implementation of such multilingual education programs requires adequate resources, including 

standardized teaching materials and trained educators proficient in tribal languages. Despite the potential benefits of 

culturally relevant education, tribal girls in Jharkhand often encounter significant barriers. The dominant use of Hindi 

or English as the medium of instruction in many schools can create linguistic hurdles, leading to lower academic 

performance and higher dropout rates among tribal students. Furthermore, proficiency in these widely spoken languages 

is crucial for accessing higher education and employment opportunities beyond their communities. Therefore, a 

balanced educational framework is essential—one that respects and integrates tribal languages and cultures while also 

equipping tribal girls with the necessary skills to thrive in a globalized world. Government policies and initiatives play 

a crucial role in achieving this balance, and ongoing efforts are needed to ensure that educational programs are inclusive, 

accessible, and effective for all tribal girls in Jharkhand. 

4. Language and Medium of Instruction 

• Cultural Relevance and Preservation: Using the native languages of tribal communities as the medium of 

instruction can make education more culturally relevant and engaging for tribal girls. It helps in preserving and 

promoting indigenous languages and cultural heritage, fostering a sense of identity and pride among students. 

 
2 Ghosh, A. K. (2007). The gender gap in literacy and education among the scheduled tribes in Jharkhand and West 

Bengal. Sociological bulletin, 56(1), 109-125. 
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• Linguistic Barriers and Educational Outcomes: When the medium of instruction is a language unfamiliar to 

tribal girls, such as Hindi or English, it can create significant linguistic barriers. These barriers can result in lower 

comprehension, reduced academic performance, and higher dropout rates, as students struggle to understand the 

curriculum. 

• Access to Quality Education: The choice of language in education directly impacts access to quality education. 

Schools that offer instruction in a language that tribal girls do not speak at home can inadvertently exclude them from 

fully participating and benefiting from the educational process. 

• Government Policies and Implementation: Government initiatives and policies are crucial in determining the 

medium of instruction in schools. In Jharkhand, there have been efforts to incorporate tribal languages into the education 

system. However, the success of these policies depends on effective implementation, including the development of 

teaching materials and the training of teachers in tribal languages. 

• Globalization and Future Opportunities: Proficiency in widely spoken languages like Hindi and English is 

essential for tribal girls to access higher education and employment opportunities in a globalized world. Balancing the 

use of tribal languages with these more globally dominant languages can help ensure that tribal girls are equipped with 

the linguistic skills needed for broader socio-economic opportunities3. 

 

5. Government Policies and Initiatives in Tribal Girl 

• Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA): This nationwide program aims to provide universal elementary education. In 

Jharkhand, SSA focuses on increasing enrollment and retention rates among tribal girls by providing free textbooks, 

uniforms, and mid-day meals. Special attention is given to creating child-friendly and inclusive learning environments 

that cater to the needs of tribal students. 

• Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV): This initiative focuses on setting up residential schools for 

girls, particularly those from disadvantaged communities, including tribal areas. KGBVs provide free education, 

boarding, and lodging, with the aim of reducing dropout rates and ensuring that girls complete their primary and 

secondary education. 

• Multilingual Education (MLE) Programs: Recognizing the linguistic diversity of Jharkhand, the government 

has introduced MLE programs to promote education in tribal languages. These programs aim to teach children in their 

mother tongue during the early years of schooling, gradually transitioning to Hindi or English. This approach helps in 

improving learning outcomes and preserving indigenous languages. 

• Scholarships and Financial Assistance: Various scholarship schemes, such as the Pre-Matric and Post-Matric 

Scholarships for Scheduled Tribe students, provide financial assistance to tribal girls. These scholarships cover tuition 

fees, books, and other educational expenses, encouraging families to keep their daughters in school and supporting 

higher education pursuits. 

• Infrastructure Development: The government has invested in developing school infrastructure in tribal areas, 

including the construction of new schools and improvement of existing facilities. Efforts are also made to provide basic 

amenities such as clean drinking water, sanitation facilities, and safe transportation, which are crucial for the regular 

attendance and overall well-being of tribal girls. 

 

6.  Conclusion 

The education of tribal girls in Jharkhand is shaped by the complex interplay of linguistic diversity, cultural relevance, 

and educational policy. Effective integration of tribal languages in the medium of instruction can enhance learning 

experiences and preserve cultural heritage. However, proficiency in Hindi and English remains crucial for broader 

socio-economic opportunities. Government initiatives like Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and Multilingual Education 

programs are pivotal in addressing these challenges. A balanced approach that respects indigenous languages while 

preparing students for a globalized world is essential for the inclusive development and empowerment of tribal girls in 

Jharkhand. 
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