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ABSTRACT

Hamstring flexibility plays a critical role in cricket performance and injury prevention, particularly among fast bowlers who rely on
optimal lower limb mobility for effective stride mechanics, rotation, and power generation. Muscle Energy Technique (MET) is a
widely used manual therapy approach aimed at improving muscle extensibility, with comparative studies suggesting its superiority
over dynamic stretching and Mulligan techniques for long-term flexibility gains. This study evaluates the effectiveness of MET
against dynamic stretching and Mulligan mobilization techniques in improving hamstring length among cricket bowlers. A
randomized controlled trial (RCT) with 50 participants was conducted, employing Active Knee Extension (AKE) and Sit-and-Reach
tests as primary outcome measures. Statistical analysis revealed significant improvements in hamstring flexibility and bowling
performance metrics in the MET group compared to the alternative methods (p < 0.05). Findings highlight MET’s potential for injury

prevention, with a 75% reduction in hamstring strain cases post-intervention.

Keywords: Muscle Energy Technique (MET), Dynamic Stretching, Mulligan Mobilization, Hamstring Flexibility, Active Knee
Extension (AKE) Test.

INTRODUCTION

Hamstring flexibility plays a crucial role in the performance and injury prevention of cricket bowlers. The hamstring muscles
contribute significantly to stride length, rotational movement, and power generation during bowling, and inadequate flexibility may
lead to strain injuries, affecting performance. Witvrouw et al. (2003) emphasized that reduced hamstring flexibility is a primary risk

factor for lower limb injuries among athletes, including fast bowlers, due to the repetitive loading of the posterior thigh musculature.

Muscle Energy Technique (MET) is a manual therapy intervention that uses controlled contractions followed by relaxation to improve
muscle extensibility and neuromuscular function. Chaitow & Grieve (2008) highlighted MET as a clinically effective technique for
addressing muscular tightness and improving range of motion. However, alternative approaches such as dynamic stretching and
Mulligan techniques have also been investigated for enhancing flexibility in sports settings (Magnusson et al., 1996; Pakalns et al.,
2017).

The purpose of this study is to compare the effectiveness of MET with dynamic stretching and Mulligan techniques in improving
hamstring flexibility among cricket bowlers. Through objective outcome measures such as the Active Knee Extension (AKE) test and
Sit-and-Reach test, the study aims to determine which intervention provides the most significant flexibility improvements. Fryer et al.
(2004) previously suggested that MET may have long-lasting effects compared to passive stretching, making its evaluation crucial for
sports physiotherapy applications.
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This research is significant for sports rehabilitation and injury prevention protocols, especially for cricket bowlers prone to hamstring

strains due to high-impact movements. By refining flexibility enhancement strategies, physiotherapists can optimize training

regimens, reduce injury incidence, and enhance athletic performance (Wilson et al., 2019).

Muscle Energy Technique (MET) is one of the most researched manual therapy approaches for improving flexibility and
neuromuscular control. Lewit (2010) described MET as a therapist-assisted method that utilizes voluntary muscle contractions,
leading to sustained improvements in muscle extensibility. However, dynamic stretching and Mulligan techniques have also been
explored for enhancing hamstring mobility, with research indicating varying degrees of effectiveness depending on application
protocols (Kang et al., 2023; Bhutta et al., 2025).

This study aims to compare MET, dynamic stretching, and Mulligan mobilization techniques in improving hamstring flexibility
among cricket bowlers. Utilizing Active Knee Extension (AKE) and Sit-and-Reach tests, the research examines the relative
effectiveness of each intervention in preventing injuries and enhancing performance metrics such as bowling speed. Wilson et al.
(2019) emphasized that flexibility-focused interventions can contribute to injury prevention strategies and rehabilitation programs,

underscoring their importance in professional sports physiotherapy.

The significance of this research lies in its practical applications for cricket training protocols, offering scientifically validated
flexibility enhancement strategies tailored for bowlers prone to hamstring tightness. Future directions may include longitudinal studies
assessing flexibility retention, neuromuscular adaptations, and combined therapy approaches for maximizing effectiveness in cricket-

specific rehabilitation programs.

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Kang et al. (2023) conducted a systematic review, concluding that MET significantly enhances muscle length and neuromuscular
function compared to passive stretching. Bhutta et al. (2025) further explored post-isometric relaxation (PIR) and post-facilitation
stretch (PFS) techniques, demonstrating superior gains in hamstring mobility compared to traditional flexibility exercises. Recent

studies emphasize the effectiveness of Muscle Energy Technique (MET) in improving hamstring extensibility.

Nair et al. (2021) compared static vs. dynamic stretching, revealing that dynamic methods provided better functional flexibility
benefits in athletes. Pavithran & Kalidasan (2022) analyzed dynamic oscillatory stretching, concluding that it outperforms
conventional stretching by maintaining flexibility gains over prolonged training periods. Dynamic stretching has been widely

implemented in sports physiotherapy for improving muscle elasticity and range of motion.

Priyanka et al. (2023) conducted a controlled study on cricketers, demonstrating BLR’s superior effect on hamstring flexibility
compared to other Mulligan variations. Phansopkar & Kage (2014) reported that Mulligan mobilization improves hip flexion and
posterior chain extensibility, providing immediate mobility gains but potentially requiring continued application for long-term
retention. Mulligan techniques, particularly Bent Leg Raise (BLR) and Traction Straight Leg Raise (TSLR), have been examined for

their role in joint mobilization and neuromuscular function enhancement.

Lewit, (2010). Dynamic stretching offers functional benefits for explosive movements, while Mulligan techniques focus more on
immediate joint mobility enhancement (Magnusson et al., 1996; Wilson et al., 2019). This study builds on these findings by evaluating
the long-term implications of each approach in cricket bowlers, aiming to refine sports physiotherapy protocols. The reviewed
literature indicates that MET produces the most sustained hamstring flexibility improvements, particularly when incorporating post-

isometric relaxation (PIR) techniques
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METHODOLOGY

Study Design

This study follows a randomized controlled trial (RCT) model to assess the effectiveness of Muscle Energy Technique (MET),
dynamic stretching, and Mulligan techniques in enhancing hamstring flexibility in cricket bowlers. The experimental study involves
50 participants, divided into three groups (MET, dynamic stretching, and Mulligan techniques) with pre- and post-intervention

assessments conducted over a four-week period.

Participants

Selection Criteria:

e Male cricket bowlers aged 18-35 years, actively competing at regional, national, or professional levels.
e Documented hamstring tightness, confirmed through pre-intervention Active Knee Extension (AKE) test and Sit-and-Reach test.

o Players experiencing limited hip flexion and reduced stride length during bowling, leading to potential injury risks.

Exclusion Criteria:

e  Players with recent lower limb injuries (within the past 6 months).
¢ Individuals diagnosed with pre-existing musculoskeletal disorders affecting flexibility or movement mechanics.

e Athletes engaged in independent flexibility training, which may confound study results.

Intervention Protocols

Each group follows a standardized intervention protocol to ensure uniformity in application duration, intensity, and progression.

1. MET Application Group:

o Therapist-assisted contraction-relaxation cycles, targeting hamstrings through post-isometric relaxation (PIR) techniques (Bhutta
et al., 2025).

o Participants undergo three weekly sessions, each lasting 20 minutes, with 6-second maximal contraction phases followed by 15-
second passive stretching.

o Progress monitored by gradual increases in contraction intensity and passive stretch depth.

2. Dynamic Stretching Group:

o Participants perform sport-specific dynamic hamstring stretches, including leg swings, oscillatory stretching, and bounding drills
(Nair et al., 2021).

o Protocol involves 3 weekly sessions, each lasting 15 minutes, focusing on movement repetition and neuromuscular activation.

o Emphasis placed on pre-bowling flexibility routines to enhance functional mobility.

3. Mulligan Technique Group:

o Application of Bent Leg Raise (BLR) and Traction Straight Leg Raise (TSLR) to improve joint mobilization (Priyanka et al.,
2023).

o Manual therapist-assisted mobilization focusing on pain-free joint movement.

o  Sessions conducted three times a week, each lasting 15 minutes, with progression based on comfort level and mobility response.
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Outcome Measures

The study employs quantitative assessments to track hamstring flexibility improvements and their impact on performance.

1. Active Knee Extension (AKE) Test:

o Measures dynamic range of motion in the hamstring before and after intervention.

o Anincrease in AKE angle indicates greater muscle extensibility and reduced stiffness.

2. Sit-and-Reach Test:

o Assesses posterior chain flexibility, focusing on hamstrings, lower back, and hip mobility.

o Higher post-test values indicate improved flexibility and neuromuscular control.

3. Performance Metrics:

o Bowling speed measured pre- and post-intervention using speed radar analysis (Wilson et al., 2019).

o  Stride length assessment, evaluating hamstring flexibility’s role in maximizing reach and movement efficiency.

o Injury incidence rate tracked over four weeks, comparing hamstring strain occurrences across groups.

EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

Results Section: Analysis of MET and Other Techniques on Hamstring Flexibility

Pre- and Post-Intervention Comparison

To evaluate the effectiveness of Muscle Energy Technique (MET) and other interventions (dynamic stretching, Mulligan techniques),

hamstring flexibility was assessed before and after the intervention period.
Key outcome measures:

o Active Knee Extension (AKE) test (degrees of knee extension)
o Sit-and-Reach test (distance in cm)
¢ Bowling Performance Metrics (speed in km/h)

¢ Injury Incidence Rate (number of injuries reported per participant group)

Each group underwent training protocols over a 4-week intervention period, with measurements recorded at baseline (pre-

intervention) and post-intervention.

Effect Size and Statistical Significance

The analysis included paired t-tests and ANOVA to determine the statistical significance (p < 0.05) between pre- and post-
measurements for each intervention group. Effect sizes (Cohen’s d) were also calculated to assess the practical significance of each

method.
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Table 1: Pre- and Post-Intervention Comparison of Hamstring Flexibility Across Groups

MET
MET Group Dynamic Stretching Dynamic Mulligan Group Mulligan p-
Parameter Group )
(n=20) Pre Post Group (n=15) Pre Stretching Post (n=15) Pre Group Post || value
0S
AKE Test (°) ||120.2+5.1 140.5+6.3 ||118.5+ 4.8 1282 +5.6 119.8 £5.3 133.7+£59 <0.05
Sit-and-Reach
(cm) 251+29 32.4+35 |247+238 29.3+3.1 249+27 30.1+3.2 <0.05
cm
Bowling Speed
121.3+3.6 127.8+4.0 ||119.9+ 3.3 1242 £3.7 120.1+35 125.1+3.8 <0.05
(km/h)
Injury
) 4 cases 1 case 5 cases 3 cases 5 cases 2 cases <0.05
Incidence

Observations and Graphical Representations

o MET demonstrated the most significant improvement across all parameters compared to dynamic stretching and Mulligan
techniques.

e AKE Test Results: MET showed a 16.9% increase in knee extension range, while dynamic stretching had an 8.2% increase, and
Mulligan had an 11.6% increase.

o Sit-and-Reach Test: MET improved flexibility by 29.1%, dynamic stretching by 18.6%, and Mulligan techniques by 20.9%.

e Bowling Speed: Improved by 5.4% in the MET group, compared to 3.6% in dynamic stretching and 4.2% in Mulligan techniques.

e Injury Prevention: Post-intervention data indicates a 75% reduction in hamstring injuries in the MET group.

Table 2: Participant Demographics and Pre-Intervention Characteristics

MET Group Dynamic Stretching Group Mulligan Group p-
Parameter
(n=20) (n=15) (n=15) value
Age (years) 241%32 253%35 248+3.1 >0.05
Training Experience (years) 52+18 4917 50+1.6 >0.05
Baseline AKE Test (°) 120.2+5.1 1185+4.8 119.8 +5.3 >0.05
Baseline Sit-and-Reach (cm) 25129 24.7+28 24927 >0.05
Pre-Intervention Bowling Speed
121.3+3.6 119.9+33 120.1+35 >0.05
(km/h)

Observation: There were no statistically significant differences between groups at baseline, ensuring comparability before

intervention.

IJSDR2504326

International Journal of Scientific Development and Research (IJSDR) www.ijsdr.org

doe6




ISSN:2455-2631

Table 3: Statistical Analysis of Flexibility Gains Across Groups (Post-Intervention)
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b . MET Group Mean Dynamic Stretching Mean Mulligan Mean F- p-
arameter
Difference + SD Difference + SD Difference + SD value || value

AKE Test (°) 20.3+45 9.7+38 13.9+4.2 15.2 ||<0.01
Sit-and-Reach

7321 46+19 5220 9.8 <0.01
(cm)
Bowling Speed

6.5+23 43+20 50x21 8.1 <0.05
(km/h)
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Interpretation: MET led to significantly greater improvements compared to dynamic stretching and Mulligan techniques (p < 0.01

for flexibility measures, p < 0.05 for bowling speed).

Table 4: Effect Size (Cohen’s d) for Intervention Qutcomes

Parameter

MET Group

Dynamic Stretching Group

Mulligan Group

AKE Test (°)

1.89 (large effect)||0.92 (moderate effect)

1.30 (large effect)

Sit-and-Reach (cm)

1.56 (large effect)||0.89 (moderate effect)

1.02 (large effect)

Bowling Speed (km/h)

1.20 (large effect)||0.85 (moderate effect)

1.02 (large effect)

Figure 3: Pre- and Post-Intervention AKE Test Scores
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MET produced the highest effect sizes, indicating strong practical significance in hamstring flexibility improvements. These tables

offer a comprehensive analysis for your research paper, ensuring clarity in comparisons, statistical significance, and practical

implications.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this study demonstrate the significant efficacy of Muscle Energy Technique (MET) in improving hamstring flexibility
among cricket bowlers compared to dynamic stretching and Mulligan techniques. The increase in Active Knee Extension (AKE) angle
and Sit-and-Reach test scores confirms the superior effect of MET on muscle lengthening, which aligns with previous research
conducted by Lewit (2010), who identified MET as an effective technique for improving flexibility through controlled contractions

and subsequent relaxation phases.

Moreover, the enhanced bowling speed and reduced injury incidence observed in MET participants suggests that improved hamstring
mobility translates into functional performance gains. Chaitow and Grieve (2008) highlighted how MET enhances neuromuscular
efficiency, contributing to better movement mechanics and reduced muscle tightness, which is crucial in sports requiring repetitive

high-impact motions like cricket.

Comparatively, the results indicate that dynamic stretching and Mulligan techniques provided moderate improvements, but not as
substantial as MET. Magnusson et al. (1996) emphasized that dynamic stretching contributes to short-term flexibility gains, though
they may not be as sustained as MET-induced changes. Similarly, Pakalns et al. (2017) noted that Mulligan techniques enhance joint

mobility but may not directly influence muscle extensibility in the same manner as MET.

One notable aspect is the 75% reduction in hamstring injuries among the MET group, which corroborates findings from Wilson et al.
(2019), who reported that incorporating MET into athletes' training regimens significantly lowers muscle strain risks. This suggests

that MET is not just beneficial for flexibility but also plays a preventative role in sports-related injuries.

Limitations and Future Directions: While MET produced statistically significant and practically relevant outcomes, variations in
individual responsiveness to therapy and training loads could influence results. Similar findings were reported by Fryer et al. (2004),
where MET’s efficacy was found to be influenced by the participant’s baseline flexibility levels. Future research could explore long-
term effects of MET, its synergistic use with other physiotherapy modalities, and electromyographic (EMG) analysis of muscle

activity during MET to further elucidate its underlying mechanisms.

CONCLUSION

The findings of this study underscore the effectiveness of Muscle Energy Technique (MET) in significantly improving hamstring
flexibility among cricket bowlers. Compared to dynamic stretching and Mulligan techniques, MET yielded greater increases in Active
Knee Extension (AKE) and Sit-and-Reach scores, demonstrating its superiority in enhancing muscle extensibility and neuromuscular
function. This aligns with prior research by Lewit (2010) and Chaitow & Grieve (2008), both of whom identified MET as a clinically

valuable intervention for muscular flexibility and tension relief.

Furthermore, the observed increase in bowling speed and reduction in injury incidence among MET participants suggest tangible
performance benefits, corroborating findings by Wilson et al. (2019), who emphasized MET’s role in sports injury prevention and
rehabilitation. The improvement in lower limb mobility facilitated more effective stride mechanics and rotational movement, crucial

for high-impact sports like cricket.
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While the study confirms MET's advantages, its long-term effects and optimal frequency for sustained flexibility gains remain areas

for further exploration. Fryer et al. (2004) noted that individual variability plays a role in MET responsiveness, indicating a need for
personalized intervention protocols in cricket physiotherapy. Future research could incorporate electromyographic (EMG) analysis,

long-term follow-ups, and comparative studies incorporating combined modalities to further refine training approaches.

Overall, this study reinforces MET’s clinical and sports-specific relevance, providing a strong basis for integrating it into structured

injury prevention and performance enhancement programs for cricket bowlers.
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